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I. Introduction and Personal Appeal 
The speaker opens with a request for prayer regarding personal spiritual attacks and upcoming "drastic 
measures" planned for after September 8th. The session is identified as the eighth lesson in a broader 
study, transitioning from the church at Ephesus to the churches at Pergamus and Thyatira. 

II. The Church at Pergamus: The Compromised Church 

• Historical Context: Pergamus was a wealthy, intellectual center known for its library of 200,000 
volumes and the invention of parchment. It was a hub for pagan worship (Zeus, Athena, Dionysus) 
and the cult of the Emperor. 

• The Character of Christ: Jesus is presented as He who has the "sharp sword with two edges," 
representing both protection for the faithful and judgment for the wayward. 

• Commendation and Martyrdom: The church is praised for holding fast to Christ’s name in the 
place "where Satan dwells." The speaker highlights Antipas, a faithful martyr who, according to 
tradition, was roasted alive in a brazen bull. 

• The Rebukes: 

o Doctrine of Balaam: Rebuked for stumbling blocks, specifically intermarriage with pagans 
and idol worship. 

o Doctrine of the Nicolaitans: Rebuked for abusing grace to justify immorality and 
dishonesty. 

• The Promise: Overcomers are promised "hidden manna" and a "white stone" with a new name, 
symbolizing innocence and admission to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

III. The Church at Thyatira: The Tolerant Church 

• Historical Context: A strategic military and commercial city famous for its trade guilds (bakers, 
tanners, and dyers of purple). Membership in these guilds often required participation in pagan 
festivals. 

• The Character of Christ: Described with "eyes like a flame of fire" (omniscience) and "feet like 
fine brass" (divine judgment). 

• The Primary Conflict: The church is rebuked for "suffering" (tolerating) a woman referred to as 
Jezebel, who led servants into fornication and idolatry. 

• The Danger of Tolerance: The speaker argues that modern tolerance of lifestyles contrary to 
scripture (specifically LGBTQ+ identities) is a form of idol worship and a failure of the church’s duty 
to stand for truth. 

• The Promise: Those who hold fast and overcome are promised power over the nations and the 
"morning star." 

Key Scripture References 
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• Matthew 5:14-16: "Ye are the light of the world... Let your light shine before men." (Used to 
illustrate the "candlestick" as a believer's testimony). 

• Revelation 2:12-17: The message to the church in Pergamus. 

• Revelation 2:18-29: The message to the church in Thyatira. 

• 2 Corinthians 11:14: "Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light." (Warning against 
deceptive ideologies). 

• John 14:6: "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." 

• Acts 4:12: "Neither is there salvation in any other." 

• 1 Timothy 2:5: "For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus." 

Audience Reflection Section 

• The Cost of Faith: Are you prepared for a day when standing for Jesus will cost you your 
reputation, your livelihood, or your life, as it did for Antipas? 

• The Trap of "Grace": Do you use the concept of grace as a license to continue in dishonesty or 
immorality, or does it lead you to repentance? 

• The Definition of Tolerance: The speaker distinguishes between deference (yielding to a brother 
on opinions) and tolerance (accepting sin). Where in your life have you mistaken the two? 

• The White Stone: Reflect on the promise of a "new name" known only to God. What does it mean 
to be found "innocent" by the ultimate Judge? 

Actionable Takeaways 

1. Protect the Testimony: Repent of any loss of "first love" to ensure your "candlestick" (testimony) 
is not removed. 

2. Reject False Doctrines: Withdraw from "perverse disputings" that suggest gain is godliness or 
that all paths lead to God. 

3. Practice Spiritual Discernment: Be wary of "good labels" (like justice or love) being used to 
package ideologies that contradict the Word of God. 

4. Hold Fast: For those already walking in truth, the command is simple: "that which ye have already 
hold fast till I come." No other burden is required than remaining faithful to the Word. 


